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FROM W.J.BRYAN
WHAT HE S8SAYS ABOUT THE
DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM.

IT IS REALLY A COOD THING

8ome Planks He Regards as Stronger
Than Others—Imperialism, He
Thinks, Will Be the Leading Cam-
paign lssue.

LINCOLN-—W, J. Bryan on Thurs-
day made publiec the following state-
ment relating to the democratic plat-
form adopted at St. Louis:

The plank on imperialism is posi-
tive, strong and satisfactory to the
entire party and this question Dbe-
comes the paramount issue of the
campaign.

The tariff plank is good, but it was
made so on a close vote In the com-
mittee and largely against the oppo-
sitlon of Mr. Parker's adherents. The

the commiltee was unanimous, - The
sub-committee reported a plank in
favor of an increase of the navy, but
thiz was stricken out in the full com-
mittee.

The platform has a plank in favor
of the enlargement of the scope of
the interstate commerce commission
and in favor of irrigation.,

On the whole the platform ls good.
From a western standpoint its greats
est defeet is that #t makes no men-
tion of the money question. An at-
temnt was made to secure a plank op-
posing the melting of the silver dol-
lar, opposing the asget currency and
branch banks, and expressing a pref-
erence for the United States note
{ordinarily known as the greenback),
but, having refused to put in a gold
plank, the committee was not willing
to have any phase of the money ques-
tion alluded to. While the motion to
reaflirm the Kansas City platform
was voted down there was a consider-
able vote In favor of its reaffirmation
and the western members of the com-
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plank which was voted down favored
“a wise, conservative and business-
like"” revision, made “with due regard
to existing conditions.” The commit-
tee thought that these qualifying
words emasculated the plank and left
it 80 weak as to gilve no hope to tar-
it reformers.

The anti-trust plank iz a good one.
It demands the enforcement of the
criminal law against the trusts; it
demands the abolition of rebates and
discriminations, and it demands the
withdrawal of interstate commerce
privileges from the trusts when once
convicted. The plank is Infinitely su-
perlor to the republican plank, and
with a president who desired to de-
stroy the trusts would be a sufficlent
plank, but as this trust plank was
also substituted by the full committee
theve Is reason to fear that it may
not be In keeping with the ideas of
fhe candidate.

The labor plank is all that could
be desired. It declares against gov-
ernment by Injunction; it favors arbi-
tration and the eight-hour day, and
denounces the methods that have
been resorted to im the Colorado
gtrike, but as these planks were add-
ed In the full committee some uncer-
tainty exists as to the candidate's
position.

The platform declares In favor of
the reduction of the army, Upon this

mittee, together with a few from the
south, stood together and secured
enough changes In the platform to
make it a presentable documént and
worthy of the support of the party.

PAUL KRUGER PASSES AWAY.

Former President of the Transvaal
Republic Dies in Switzerland.

CLARENS, Switzerland.—Paul Kru-
ger, former president of the Transvaal
republie, died here at 2 o'elock Thurs-
day morning from pneumonia and su-
pervening heart weakness. Mr. Kru-
ger lost consciousness Monday., His
daughter and gon-In-law were with him
at the time of his death. He had been
out only once since his arrival here, at
the beginning of last month,

The ex-president’'s body was em-
balmed, and this afternoon the re-
mains will be placed In a vault pend-
ing funeral arrangements. Application
will be made to the British govern-
ment to transport the remains (o the
Transvaal. In the meantime they will
bhe temporarily interred here,

Mr. Kruger, who was staying at the
Villa Du Boichet, had been gradually
falling for a long time, but he was able
to alttend to affairs, read and recelve
vigits until Saturday. A change for
the worse set in on Sunday. He be-
came unconscious Monday and rematn-
&d so untll his death,

el

«¢NEWS IN NEBRASKA ﬂ!

FIGHT OVER EQUALIZATION.

Almost Every County Has Kick on Its
Own or Neighbor's Asaessment.

LINCOLN.—The state house is
abhout to witness the largest agrega-
tion of kickers that has ever assem-
bled there. The board of equalization
meets soon tos adjnst the valuations
between counties, and the indleations
are promisging that not a single county
will be without representation elther
to argue against an inerease or to de;
mand a raise in the valuations of
peighboring counties, While the board
has yet to determine upon a fortaal
plan of procedure, it is intimated that
the consideration of counties will pe
taken up in their alphabetical order,
Adams being taken up first. The en-
fire galaxy of rallway representatives
which enlivened the sessions of the
poard when it was taxing rallways will
pe represented at one time or another
iuring the hearing, demanding that
sounties which have not been gaised in
{he same ration as the raillways be
aqualized up. Douglas county, which
18 regarded by the members of the
poard as the chief offender, will seore
(he heaviest increase, although it is
slaimed on behalf of that county that
{ts real estate was nssessed up to the
limit last year,

The members of the board are stand-

‘limg on doubtful ground just at this

time, and lttle is glven out as to the
sourse to be pursued beyond the state-
ment of the governor that the various
counties would be hrought up to thelr
full valuations, without fear or favor.
It is the governor's understanding and
that of several other members of the
board that It has the right to raise one
or all without respect to the valuation
pf others, the sole object being o
bring them all up to the true value.

It is at this juncture that the rail-
ways become Interested parties. Some
members of the board belleve that It
will be impossible in Increasing the
valuations of the varions counties to
bring them up to the cash standard to
avold adding the increase to the rall-
ways also. The section of the statut®
which forms the basis for the board's
actlon provides that the amount which
Iz to be added to or deducted from a
couniy's valuation to bring It to the
fair cash value level shall be distrib-
uted to all species of property in the
gsame percentage. 'Chis means, some
railway men belleve, that the countiea
will add the percentage to rallway
values In the same manner as to other
gpecies of property. In such 8vent an
increase of 10 per eent in a county
would mean that the railway whiclt is
already assessed at 09 per cent in-
crease over last yvear's figures would
have to submit to an additional raise
of 10 per cent. This is what the rail-
wavs are afraid of.

» On the other hand, many of those
who are interested in the matter of
falr rallway taxation Insist that this
feature of the law will foree the board
to add enough to the valuations of the
carrying interests to bring them to a
fovel indicated by stocks and bonds,
which would have been close to $60,-
000,000,

Do Not Need Irrigation,

LINCOLN.—Only two of the westera
counties—8cotts Bluff and Cheyenne—
have required any lrrigation this sum-
mer, and they have taken much less
water than in provious years, The first
application of water rights received by
the state hoard of irrigation for some
time was flled last week.

Killed by Lightning.
ORD,—Chester Churchill, about 1%
years of age, was killed by lightning
while shocking wheat. The lightning
tore his elothing nearly off his body
and sel bim on fire.

THE S8TATE AT LARGE.

The new Methodist church al Bee-
mer wag dedieated Insgt Sunday.

Edith Hopkins, whose mother lves
in Omaha, suicidod in Butte, Montana,

Open air chureh serviee will be held
in lumboldt until the heated term 1§
over,

Ravenna has organized a fifty-twos
plece brass band. A large number of
the plavers are membors of tho old
Ravenna cornet band.

Levl Fry, an old restdent of Gage
eounty, was adjudged Insane by tho
board of insanity commissionera and
ordered taken to the asvium,

The village of Buarneston, near the
Kansas line In Guge county, has re-
alized enough [rom licenses in the
past five vears to make tax levies for
clty purposes Unnecessary.

Preparations have commeneed for
the coming annual reunion and plenie
of the Pioneer and ol1d Settlers’ as-
soclation of Dakotn county, which will
bhe held at Clinton parl, adjoining Da-
kota Qity, on Thursday, Augnat 25,

There are 891 more ohildren o
sCthool age In Omnha than a year sgo.
The school population is now 31,7838,
The Second ward made the grealest
galn, having 617 more childron than a
vear ago. The Third ward dropped
233.

The case of the state against Orm
4. CoMin, charged with statutory as.
aault upon the thirtoen-year-old
daughter of William Wilgon of Bell-
wood, was concluded in the district
court at David City, the jury sowurn-
ing a verdlet of guilty. .

After his dogs hnd torn a rattler s
pleces, Frad Rheinhetmer of MoeCook
piecked up the head to exnmine thae
teeth, Before he knew ft the teeth
were fastened in his hand, snd a guick
run to town for medical psslatesuce
was all that saved hig life,

Adintant Genernl Culver hos lgsued
the following statement relative to the
progpective brigade oncampmem of
the Natlonal Guard: "An order will
be issued fixing the date of the an-
nual encampment on Angust 17. If
sufficlent funds are found avallable an
elght-day encampment will be held,"

A storm destroyed seven farm
houses, barns, outbuildings, ote., In
eastern Loup county. Tha storm
struck a mile north of Tayvlor, reduo-
ing Mr. Britain's dwelling to kindling
wood, and traveled southeast, destroy-
Ing.the dwellings of Messrs, Lyon, Hru-
mage, Campbell, Dutton and others.

The Beatrice Creamery company of
Lincoln, which some time ago pur
chased the plant of the NDoaworth Pro-
duce company at Beatriee, expects
goon to erect o new huilding  and
storehouse and equlp the pame with
modern machinery for the purpoge of
working country butter. BStatlona will
be established and butter will be made
in Beatrice the same as at the capltal
city.

“The wheat crop Iin Nebraska will
bhe from ten to twelve milllon bushels
short of that of last vear,” said C. Q.
Crittenden of the Central Granaries
company, Lincoln. This estlmato I3
bhased on reports recelved by the com:

pany from their agents located in dif

fereut poinis in the Bouth Plette
country,

A telegram was recelved at Hoat-
rice from Munden, Kan,, stating that
Daniel Freeman, the first homesteader
in the United States and a resldent
of Gage county, had been serlously In-
jured at that place. The telegram
gave no particulars and D, W. Carre,
a son-in-law of My, Freeman's, left
for Munden on the first train for the
purpose of bringing the injured man
home, Mr. Freeman is 78 yowrs of

age,




